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Liberation History Month Fund
Criteria and Guidance



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Liberation History Month Fund is available to all our ratified student activity groups, Networks, Academic Associations, Campaigns, societies and sports clubs (this includes fundraising, volunteering, WP and media groups).
Liberation History Months are run throughout the year to celebrate strides made in the struggle for liberation. They’re a time when people from all backgrounds can come together to explore liberation issues and discover what they can do as individuals to fight oppression. Groups can apply for up to £150 and the funds can be used for groups to carry out normal core activities, new projects or KCLSU events for Liberation History Months.

Liberation History Months:
· Black History Month: 1 October – 31 October
· Disability History Month: 22 November – 22 December
· LGBT History Month: 1 February – 28 February
· Women’s History Month: 1 March – 30 March

Criteria
Your application should seek to benefit and enhance your group, the wider community and KCLSU as a whole. 
It should also contribute towards our aims for Liberation History Months:
· Allow people to explore the current and/or historical oppression of the liberation group.
· Celebrate the achievements so far in the fight for liberation.
· Challenge racism/sexism/genderism/hetero sexism/ableism/classism
· Contribute towards building a strong, diverse and vibrant King’s community
What can I apply for?
Here’s an idea of what you can ask for in this funding application:
· Stationery, photocopy, printing and publicity costs
· Speaker or trainer costs
· Audio-visual and equipment hire
· Facility hire
· General running costs
· Theatre productions
· Affiliations and competitions
What will not be funded?
We won’t consider funding any of the following:
· Gifts for speakers
· Prizes
· Alcohol
· Group/Committee t-shirts 
· Travel expenses and accommodation

Please note the following information when applying for funding:
· Grants will be considered for sums up to £150. 

· Applications should be completed online and will be considered by the relevant Association Committee.

· In the event that applications meeting the criteria exceed the available funds the final decision is at the discretion of the panel. Where the panel is unable to make a consensus decision, or is unable to attend, the Association Lead Officer has the ability to make the final decision on the outcome of an application.

· Your application will receive one of four outcomes:
1. Rejected Application- the application did not meet the criteria and was therefore not put to the panel for a funding decision. 
2. Rejected Application- In the event that applications meeting the criteria exceed the available funds the final decision is at the discretion of the panel. Applications that meet the criteria can rejected on merit against other applications.
3. Partially fund the application- the panel can decide to give a smaller amount of money than the group applied for. 
4. Fund the requested amount. (Grants are considered up to a maximum of £150)

· Groups will be notified of their application’s outcome up to two weeks after application deadline. If there is a delay to this KCLSU will contact you to let you know.

· Before you receive any funding you will have to sign a funding agreement which commits you to writing a short follow up report after your event or initiative has taken place.


Top tips for writing a good application

1. Plan ahead. Poorly planned applications are usually ramble, are unclear and do not provide enough information about the event and what the money will be spent on. Take time to consider why you need the money and what it will be used for.

2. Think of the competition. Every year we receive applications that are copies of the ones groups sent before. Strong applications are creative, innovative and bring something new to KCLSU. If you want to repeat tell us about the impact it had and the things you would change to make it even better.


3. Include everything. The panel can only make their decision based on what you put in your application. Perhaps your event is part of a series, you are working towards a community stripe, or you can show that there is a real need for your type of event. If there is something we need to know- tell us.

4. Itemise your budget. Good applications tell us exactly what they want the money for. Panels have the ability to partially fund applications, so an itemised budget will let them choose specific elements and give you more chance of securing funding. 

5. Read the criteria. We cannot fund applications that do not meet the criteria or ask for prohibited funding. Having a breakdown of all your costs will help you to explain the specific areas of your event the money will be going to and will help you target your application.  
	

What should I do if my application is rejected?

· Consider alternative funding methods. This could be ticket sales, other grant opportunities and your existing account balance.
· Ask for feedback. The panel will be able to tell you how they made the decision and explain what you could have done to improve.
· Get involved. If your group still want to celebrate and support Liberation History Months see if you can partner up with others to pool your money and resources. 
If you are unhappy with the final decision or want more information about your application you can email representation@kclsu.org 
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